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Arts and Culture

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

$200,000 awarded since 2004 for the Living New Deal Project
1. San Francisco Chronicle, September 1, 2008






         
Chasing Bay Area artifacts of the New Deal

The Living New Deal Project is a 4-year-old effort to catalogue how California's landscape is marked by President FDR's response to the Great Depression. Millions of unemployed workers were commissioned to improve public spaces under the New Deal. However, the goal was not only to put people to work; it was to deploy them in a way that, FDR said at the time, "creates future new wealth for the nation." Various New Deal constructions reside in the Bay Area [quotes Gray Brechin, director of the Living New Deal Project.]
COUNTERPULSE

$50,000 awarded in 2008 for Performing Diaspora
2. San Francisco Bay Guardian, September 11, 2008
Dance in the Dark

Review of Dhoom Dhamaka, a CounterPulse production

ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA (ENO)
$50,000 awarded in 2008 from the Columbia Foundation Fund of the Capital Community Foundation
for the U.K. premiere of a new production of Dr. Atomic 
3. The New York Times, October 15, 2008
Faust Unleashing a Destroyer of Worlds

Review of Dr. Atomic, a co-production of ENO and the Metropolitan Opera
GLYNDEBOURNE

$50,000 awarded in 2007 from the Columbia Foundation Fund of the Capital Community Foundation for Love and Other Demons
4. The Guardian (London), August 12, 2008
Opera Review: Love and Other Demons

4-star review of Love and Other Demons
5. The Independent (London), August 14, 2008
Love And Other Demons, Glyndebourne Festival, Glyndebourne

3-star review of Love and Other Demons
LOS CENZONTLES MEXICAN ARTS CENTER 

$225,000 awarded since 2003, including a three-year $150,000 grant in 2006

6. San Francisco Chronicle, October 26, 2008
Los Cenzontles with David Hidalgo

Review of a new CD by a singing group from Los Cenzontles
KRONOS QUARTET
$50,000 awarded in 2008 for Music Without Borders
7. Londonist, September 27, 2008
Review of Kronos Quartet collaboration with Alim Qasimov in Ramadan Nights Festival [the series is one part of the Music Without Borders program]

8. The Evening Standard (London), September 29, 2008
Alim Qasimov and Kronos Quartet provide an Islamic adventure

9. The Times (London), September 29, 2008
Alim Qasimov/Kronos Quartet at the Barbican

10. The Telegraph (London), September 29, 2008
Ramadan Nights: spiritual agony, soaring ecstasy
11. The Guardian (London), September 29, 2008
Alim Qasimov & Kronos Quartet/The Kamkars

SAN FRANCISCO PERFORMANCES

$102,500 awarded since 1985, including $50,000 in 2008 for American Icons
12. San Francisco Chronicle, December 9, 2008
Music review: Elliott Carter celebration
Review of events celebrating the centenary of Elliot Carter [as part of the American Icons series]
YOUTH SPEAKS

$300,000 awarded since 2003 for the Living Word Festival, including a three-year $150,000 grant in 2008
13. San Francisco Chronicle, October 20, 2008






         41
Border-blurring show finally has a U.S. stage
Review of Mapa/Corpo 3: Interactive Rituals for the New Millennium, a production by Guillermo Gómez-Peña at the 2008 Living Word Festival
Human Rights
Electoral reform

CENTER FOR GOVERNMENTAL STUDIES (CGS)
$50,000 awarded in 2005 to promote reform of state and local campaign finance laws to achieve public finance of political campaigns and to assist civic and governmental organizations in determining the best strategies for achieving public finance of campaigns with an emphasis on the clean election approach
14. Los Angeles Times, November 10, 2008
Proposition overload – California needs to reform its system to cut back on increasingly numerous and costly ballot initiatives.
There has been a sevenfold increase in the number of propositions on the ballot in California since the 1960s and a 37-fold increase in dollars spent [op-ed co-authored by Bob Stern, president of CGS and Tracy Westen, CEO.]
Elimination of prejudice and discrimination based on sexual and gender diversity
CIVIL MARRIAGE COLLABORATIVE

$800,000 awarded since 2004, including $300,000 in 2008
15. The Associated Press, October 10, 2008






    Connecticut high court rules gay couples can marry
The Connecticut Supreme Court rules that the state ban on same-sex marriage is unconstitutional [the lawsuit was brought in 2004 after eight same-sex couples were denied marriage licenses and sued, saying their constitutional rights to equal protection and due process were violated; GLAD and Love Makes a Family, Civil Marriage Collaborative grantees, represented the plaintiffs.]
16. The New York Times, October 10, 2008
Gay Marriage Is Ruled Legal in Connecticut
17. The Washington Post, October 11, 2008
Connecticut Ban On Gay Marriage Reversed
[Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders (GLAD), a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee, represented the plaintiffs in the lawsuit.]
18. The Associated Press, October 29, 2008






         
Gay marriages to begin next month in Connecticut
[quotes Bennett H. Klein, senior attorney with GLAD and Anne Stanback, president of Love Makes a Family; both organizations are Civil Marriage Collaborative grantees.] 
19. Newsday.com, November 11, 2008
New Jersey gay marriage political debate looms, but when?

The passage of same-sex marriage bans in Arizona, California, and Florida spurs opponents of same-sex marriage in New Jersey. The passage of Proposition 8 in California, as well as the bans in Florida and Arizona, served as a wake-up call for gay rights advocates in New Jersey as well [features Garden State Equality, a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee.]
20. Hartford Courant, November 12, 2008
Same-Sex Marriage: Something New, Indeed
Connecticut could expect to see a boost to its wedding and tourist businesses that could bring in close to $2 million a year in sales-tax revenues [features Love Makes a Family, a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee.]
21. Reuters, November 12, 2008

Gay weddings begin in Connecticut as debate rages

Even though same-marriage has been legalized in Connecticut, same-sex marriage bans passed in California, Florida, and Arizona on election night 2008. In Arkansas, a proposition passed banning gay couples from adopting children [features Love Makes a Family, a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee.]
22. The New York Times, November 12, 2008



         
Gay Marriages Begin in Connecticut 
Same-sex marriages officially began on November 12 [quotes Ben Klein, a senior lawyer with Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee.]
23. Newsweek, November 15, 2008
The Loving Decision

Same-sex discrimination in marriage will eventually be struck down by the courts, despite the November 4th passage of Proposition 8 in California banning same-sex marriage, because the equal-protection clause of the U.S. Constitution will win the day as it did in the Supreme Court decision Loving v. Virginia, which ended racial discrimination in marriage in 1967 [quotes David Buckel, the Marriage Project director for Lambda Legal, a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee.]
24. The Boston Globe, November 17, 2008
5 years later, views shift subtly on gay marriage

In February 2004, a survey in Massachusetts of 400 voters found that 42 percent were in favor of same-sex marriage and 44 percent opposed it. In a similar survey completed in August 2008, approval sprang to 59 percent and opposition sank to 37 percent. The Massachusetts Supreme Court handed down a ruling five years ago permitting same-sex marriage [quotes David Wilson of Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee MassEquality.]
25. The Associated Press, December 7, 2008
Next stop on gay marriage debate in courts: Iowa

The Iowa Supreme Court is hearing arguments in a challenge to the state's ban on same-sex marriage [features Lambda Legal, a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee.]
EQUALITY CALIFORNIA

$100,000 awarded in 2006 for the California Equality Project
26. San Francisco Chronicle, November 6, 2008






    
Same-sex marriage issue back to state top court

The passage of Proposition 8 banning same-sex marriage in California was a direct response to The California Supreme Court ruling in summer 2008 legalizing same-sex marriage in the state. Spearheaded by Equality California three lawsuits were filed the following day, seeking to overturn Proposition 8.
CIVIL MARRIAGE COLLABORATIVE

See above
EQUALITY CALIFORIA

See above

NATIONAL CENTER FOR LESBIAN RIGHTS (NCLR)

$60,000 awarded in 2003
27. Alternet.org, November 6, 2008






      
Gay Marriage Ban Looks to Have Passed in California, but Is It Legal?

Proposition 8 appears to be in opposition to the equal-protection clause in the California constitution [quotes National Center for Lesbian Rights Executive Director Kate Kendell and Equality California Executive Director Geoff Kors; features Lambda Legal, a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee.]

28. CNN, November 7, 2008








       
Catholics, Mormons defend backing same-sex marriage ban

The Roman Catholic Church and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints claimed their support for Proposition 8 was not out of bigotry, but rather about “the sacred and divine institution of marriage: a union between a man and a woman”. Three groups asked for an immediate stay or an injunction to prevent the initiative from taking effect, following its passage: the ACLU, Lambda Legal [a Civil Marriage Collaborative grantee,] and the National Center for Lesbian Rights on behalf of Equality California and six same-sex couples.
FREEDOM TO MARRY

A five-year grant of $500,000 awarded in 2002
29. The New York Times, September 28, 2008
Preserving California’s Constitution
Supports a vote against Proposition 8 on the November 2008 ballot, which seeks to amend the California Constitution to prevent people of the same sex from marrying [New York Times editorial]

30. The New York Times, October 10, 2008
Separate Is Not Equal 

The Connecticut Supreme Court ended a serious injustice within its own borders by allowing same-sex couples to marry [New York Times editorial.] 
31. EDGE Boston, November 6, 2008






  
What can we expect from an Obama administration?

LGBT advocates are hopeful that an anti-discrimination federal agenda will have success under the Obama administration, which largely stalled under the Bush administration [quotes Evan Wolfson, executive director of Freedom to Marry.]
32. San Francisco Chronicle, November 9, 2008
Church and state: The issue of Prop. 8

Proposition 8 passes in California raising questions concerning the line between church and state. There will be a challenge to the proposition under the U.S. Constitution [op-ed by James Brosnahan, a senior partner at the Morrison & Foerster law firm in San Francisco.]

33. The New York Times, November 24, 2008
California’s Legal Tangle

The passage of Proposition 8 in California raises legal questions about the validity of using ballot initiatives to raze an existing right of a targeted minority. It is the duty of the California Supreme Court to protect minority rights [New York Times editorial.]

34. The New York Times, November 30, 2008
Letter - Do Not Deny a Minority the Right to Marry 
The California State Supreme Court has the responsibility to protect minority rights even if it is unpopular [letter by Evan Wolfson, executive director of Freedom to Marry, in response to The New York Times editorial, California’s Legal Tangle (see above).]
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LESBIAN RIGHTS (NCLR)

See above
35. The New York Times, October 7, 2008
Gay Couples Rush to the Altar in California Ahead of November Vote 

Ahead of the Proposition 8 vote in November, a new study notes that gay couples were marrying at a rate of 3,800 a month in California [quotes Kate Kendall, executive director of the National Center for Lesbian Rights.]
36. San Francisco Chronicle, November 6, 2008
2,000 gather in San Francisco for same-sex marriage vigil
Following the passage of Proposition 8, 2,000 people gather outside City Hall in San Francisco as a declaration that the battle for marriage equality will continue [quotes Kate Kendall, executive director of the National Center for Lesbian Rights.]
Death with dignity

COMPASSION & CHOICES

$650,000 awarded since 1994
37. The New York Times, November 11, 2008
Landscape Evolves for Assisted Suicide

Washington became the second state in the nation to legalize physician-assisted suicide [quotes Dr. Timothy Quill of Compassion & Choices.]

38. The Associated Press, December 6, 2008
Montana judge: Man has right to assisted suicide

Judge Dorothy McCarter issued a ruling in the case of a Billings, Montana man with terminal cancer, allowing him the right to end-of-life choice, and further, legalizing physician-assisted suicide in the state [quotes Compassion & Choices legal director Kathryn Tucker, who helped argue the case.] 
COMPASSION & CHOICES

See above
DEATH WITH DIGNITY
$570,000 awarded since 1995, including a two-year grant of $100,000 in 2003
39. The New York Times, October 30, 2008
On Washington State’s Ballot: Doctor-Assisted Suicide 

A ballot initiative, modeled on Oregon Death With Dignity Law, would let mentally competent, terminally ill adults obtain a doctor’s prescription for a lethal dose of medication [features Compassion & Choices, and quotes Peg Sandeen, executive director of the Death With Dignity National Center.]
Sustainable Communities and Economies

BUSINESS ALLIANCE FOR LOCAL LIVING ECONOMIES (BALLE)

$175,000 awarded since 2006, including a two-year grant of $125,000 in 2007 to develop and connect membership networks in California to support the development and success of locally owned, sustainable businesses 

40. San Francisco Bay Guardian, October 22-28, 2008
Anniversary Issue: The money at home

BALLE offers a vision of sustainable local economies.
CALIFORNIANS FOR GE-FREE AGRICULTURE

$325,000 awarded since 2003, including a three-year grant of $150,000 in 2007 for development of the Genetic Engineering Policy Alliance
41. Environmental News Network, October 1, 2008
California Passes Strong Anti-GE Law

AB 541 indemnifies California farmers who have not been able to prevent the drift of GE pollen or seed onto their land and the subsequent contamination of non-GE crops. Farmers with crops that became contaminated by patented seeds have been the target of lawsuits brought by biotech giant Monsanto. Further, if their contaminated crops caused harm to other farmers, the environment or consumers, they have not been protected from that liability. The bill provides protections for farmers from such liability, and also establishes a mandatory crop-sampling protocol to level the playing field when biotech companies investigate alleged patent or contract violations [quotes Renata Brillinger, director of Californians for GE-Free Agriculture and the Genetic Engineering Policy Alliance, who sponsored the bill.]
CENTER FOR FOOD SAFETY (CFS)
$340,000 since 2003 for the California Food and Agriculture Initiative
42. San Francisco Chronicle, September 3, 2008






       
Engineered alfalfa ban upheld on appeal

A federal appeals court upholds U.S. District Judge Charles Breyer’s ruling in 2007 banning the planting of genetically engineered alfalfa nationwide. The Center for Food Safety represented the plaintiffs, alfalfa farmers who feared that the Monsanto product, spread by winds and bees, would pollinate their crops and take over their fields. Previously, farmers were in danger of being sued for perceived patent infringement if Monsanto seed/crops were found on their farms without annual payment to the biotech company. Passage of AB 541 in California now prevents such lawsuits [quotes George Kimbrell, a Center for Food Safety staff attorney.] 
43. Wired News, November 11, 2008
Fast Food: Just Another Name for Corn

Growing corn on a large scale requires large amounts of fertilizer and pesticides, both of which require large amounts of fossil fuel to manufacture. Between 1995 and 2006, corn growers received $56 billion in federal subsidies. Corn is the backbone of the fast-food industry, and the reason that the unhealthy food is so cheap [quotes Meredith Niles, a food policy analyst at the Center for Food Safety.]
CHEZ PANISSE FOUNDATION

$185,000 awarded since 2002, including $150,000 since 2006 for the School Lunch 
Initiative and $35,000 in 2002 for the Edible Schoolyard
44. San Francisco Chronicle, August 20, 2008
The Bay Area’s Visionary Chefs 
A summary list of “visionary chefs” in the Bay Area [features Ann Cooper, director of nutrition services in Berkeley Unified School District]

45. San Francisco Chronicle, September 3, 2008






       
Budget Brown Bag: Packing a week's worth of lunches for $20

Offers shopping suggestions and recipes for parents to provide their children with healthy, nutritious fresh food for their school lunches [features Ann Cooper, director of nutrition services in Berkeley Unified School District]
ELLA BAKER CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

$90,000 awarded since 2002, including $50,000 in 2005 for Reclaim the Future: The Institute for Restorative Justice and Economics
46. San Francisco Chronicle, October 27, 2008





       

Activist says Green Needs To Touch Blue Collar

Van Jones, founder of the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights, has authored a new book, The Green Collar Economy, in which he argues that the environmental movement in the United States has been concentrated among the "eco-elite." In order to save both the U.S. economy and the planet, the movement must embrace people in middle- and lower-income brackets by offering them solid, well-paying green jobs [Van Jones is interviewed.]
INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES RESOURCES (IFR)
$100,000 awarded since 2006 for the Klamath Basin Coalition, including $50,000 in 2008
47. The Associated Press, November 13, 2008
Pact unveiled that would remove Klamath River dams
The Bush administration announced a nonbinding agreement to remove four dams along the Klamath River, in response to the commercial salmon-fisheries collapse in 2006 due to the dams, which block salmon migration [Glen Spain of the Institute for Fisheries Resources is quoted.]
48. San Francisco Chronicle, November 14, 2008






       
Step taken toward removing Klamath River dams
In a historic first step, PacificCorp, the hydroelectric power company that operates obsolete dams along the Klamath River, which block salmon migration, agreed in principle to a dam-removal plan along the California and Oregon border [Zeke Grader, executive director of the Institute for Fisheries Resources is quoted.] 
INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES RESOURCES (IFR)

See above
KLAMATH RIVERKEEPER
$50,000 awarded in 2008
49. Bay Area Indymedia, November 6, 2008







       
Tribes and Fishermen Speak Out Against Clean Water Permit for Klamath Dam

At a public hearing in Sacramento on October 29 of the California State Water Resources Control Board, tribes, fishermen, and environmental activists spoke passionately about the poor quality of the water on the Klamath River, the need to remove obsolete dams causing poor water quality and the decimation of the anadromous fish population (particularly salmon), and urged state water officials not to allow PacifiCorp a clean-water permit needed to relicense the dams [features the Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations (parent to the Institute for Fisheries Resources) and quotes Malena Marvin, outreach and science director for the Klamath Riverkeeper.]
50. The New York Times, November 13, 2008
Pact Would Open River, Removing Four Dams
51. The Washington Post, November 14, 2008
Dams to Be Removed To Help Oregon Salmon
ORGANIC CONSUMERS ASSOCIATION

$50,000 awarded in 2005

52. Commondreams.org, August 8, 2008







     
USDA Report Indicates That Organic Labeling Fraud Is Increasing

The USDA National Organic Program (NOP) announced August 5 that 15 of the 30 accredited organic certifiers recently inspected failed the USDA audit, making it plain that there are numerous violations of organic standards taking place in the U.S. and across the world. The certifiers will have 12 months to make corrections or lose their accreditation with the NOP [written by Ronnie Cummins, executive director of Organic Consumers Association.]
53. Chicago Tribune, August 25, 2008






       
Irradiation step doesn't quiet debate on FDA moves

The U.S. FDA has approved irradiation of lettuce and spinach to kill dangerous bacteria as a response to the 2006 E. coli outbreak in California. Opponents, such as the Organic Consumers Association and the Center for Food Safety, argue that irradiation reduces vitamin levels and alters the basic makeup of foods. They also suggest irradiation will allow food manufacturers to cut corners on other required food safety measures, because using irradiation as a final ‘kill step’ is a disincentive to clean up problems at the source and in the middle of the food-production chain [Ronnie Cummins, executive director of Organic Consumers Association and Bill Freese, a science policy analyst with the Center for Food Safety are quoted.]
POLARIS INSTITUTE
$80,000 awarded since 2007, including $40,000 in 2008 for A Water Agenda for Sustainable Agriculture in California
54. California Farmer, September 2008
Water crisis spurs ag groups to act

Ag groups are calling for producers and policymakers to recognize agricultural water stewardship as a key element of strategy to better manage disappearing water resources in California [features Polaris Institute.]
ROOTS OF CHANGE FUND (ROC FUND)
$1,600,000 since 2002, including a five-year grant of $1,000,000 awarded in 2007 
55. Metro Santa Cruz, July 23, 2008
Profile: Jim Cochran

Jim Cochran operates Swanton Berry Farm, the first berry farm in the country to be certified organic and now the first organic farm with an AFL-CIO contract guaranteeing worker wages and benefits [Cochran is a Roots of Change Fund Stewardship Council member.]
56. FORA.tv, August 14, 2008
Dimock on Large Scale Organics

Michael Dimock, president of the Roots of Change Fund, discusses the success of small, local farmers using high standards for production (organic/sustainable) that have grown to distribute foods nationally [video link to the discussion on August 14, 2008, at the Commonwealth Club of California.]
57.  San Francisco Chronicle, August 18, 2008





       

A Modest Proposal for Sustainable Eating

The food economy has been turned upside down, so that processed food now costs less than locally produced food. At Slow Food Nation, The Healthy Food and Agriculture Declaration, orchestrated by Roots of Change as a response to the farm bill, is presented.
58. Countercurrents.org, August 27, 2008
Slow Food Nation To Release Healthy Food And Agriculture Declaration
The Declaration for Healthy Food and Agriculture, initiated by Roots of Change and half a year in the drafting, was released August 29 at Slow Food Nation at San Francisco’s City Hall [Michael Dimock, president of the Roots of Change Fund, and Rich Rominger, a ROC Stewardship Council member, are quoted.]

59. The Associated Press, September 2, 2008
Slow Food Movement Picks Up Momentum in the USA

The farm bill (subsidies) favors industrial agriculture and undermines efforts to promote sustainable, organic, and family-based farming [Michael Dimock, president of the Roots of Change Fund is quoted.]
60. San Francisco Bay Guardian, October 22, 2008
Anniversary Issue: Just Food Nation – Transforming how we eat will address poverty, public health, and environmental sustainability 
The unsustainable food system model is dominated by the connection between oil and cheap food [Michael Dimock, president of the Roots of Change Fund is quoted.]
61. San Francisco Chronicle, November 30, 2008
San Francisco food policy heading in a healthy direction

San Francisco is developing a landmark food policy to create systematic change based on sustainability [Michael Dimock, president of the Roots of Change Fund is quoted.]
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE EDUCATION

$120,000 awarded since 2002, including a two-year grant of $100,000 awarded in 2005 for Urban Edge Agricultural Parks

62. CUESA Weekly E-letter, September 19, 2008
Getting to Know Your Foodshed
Think Globally, Eat Locally: A San Francisco Foodshed Assessment, a new report by SAGE and the American Farmland Trust challenges Bay Area residents to begin seeing the area’s agricultural region as a “foodshed,” a geographically-defined production area much like a watershed.
SLOW FOOD NATION

$50,000 awarded in 2008 for Changemakers Day
63. The New York Times, July 23, 2008
Slow Food Savors Its Big Moment 

The organizers of the Slow Food Nation event in San Francisco hope to shed the Slow Food movement’s elitist label and become more inclusive [features Brahm Ahmadi of People’s Grocery who calls for greater economic and racial diversity.]
64. Counterpunch, August 5, 2008
Alice Waters' New Crusade – Slow Food Nation Gains Momentum 
Alice Waters spoke at the Sebastopol Farmers’ Market on August 3 to promote the Slow Food Nation event from August 29-31, 2008, in San Francisco [Alice Waters, president of Chez Panisse Foundation; Steve Schwartz, executive director of California Farmlink; and Michael Dimock, president of the Roots of Change Fund, are quoted.]
65. Alternet.org, August 25, 2008
Welcome to the Food Revolution
Slow Food Nation has the potential to spark a crucial dialogue about where our food comes from, how it's grown, and why it matters.
66. Oakland Tribune, August 26, 2008
Slow Food Nation celebrates good, clean and fair food

Slow Food Nation, the largest food festival in American history, launched on Labor Day weekend 2008 in San Francisco. It is the first-ever comprehensive import from the Italian Slow Food movement that started in the 1980s [Anya Fernald, director of Slow Food Nation, is quoted.]
67. San Francisco Chronicle, August 26, 2008

Slow Food Nation festival opens Friday in San Francisco.
Slow Food Nation opens on Labor Day weekend 2008 in San Francisco. Organizers of the event hope to change the country's food policy one person at a time by promoting foods that are produced using sustainable farming and fair labor practices [quotes Anya Fernald, director of Slow Food Nation.]
68. The Washington Post, August 30, 2008
As Food Becomes a Cause, Meeting Puts Issues on the Table
Slow Food Nation brings the issue of food and food systems to the fore [quotes Anya Fernald, director of Slow Food Nation.]
69. The New York Times, August 31, 2008
A Taste of the Future?
Slow Food Nation offered up a vision of sustainable food and farming systems advocated by leaders in the movement, including Eric Schlosser, Vandana Shiva, Alice Waters, Michael Pollen, and Wendell Berry [quotes Anya Fernald, director of Slow Food Nation.]
70. The New York Times, September 2, 2008
A Slow Food Festival Reaches Out to the Uncommitted 

60,000 people attended Slow Food Nation in San Francisco on Labor Day weekend. The featured event was the Food for Thought Series, which culminated with a Slow Food Nation panel including Wendell Berry, who is credited with sparking the agricultural discussion in America; Alice Waters; Michael Pollan; Vandana Shiva; Corby Kummer, a food columnist and author of The Pleasures of Slow Food; Eric Schlosser, author of Fast Food Nation; and Carlo Petrini, who founded Slow Food in Italy in 1989 [Anya Fernald, director of Slow Food Nation, is quoted.]

71. San Francisco Chronicle, September 3, 2008

Slow redux

Slow Food Nation is considered a success by the organizers, after attracting 60,000 visitors to the event [Anya Fernald, director of Slow Food Nation, is quoted.]
72. Hippy Gourmet at Youtube.com, September 4, 2008 
Hippy Gourmet at Slow Food Nation!
A look inside the Slow Food Nation festival [video link]

73. The Associated Press, September 12, 2008


Slow Food must shed elitist label

If Slow Food Nation is to accomplish its ambitious goal – to build a food system that is sustainable, healthy and delicious (based on local, organic food) – it needs to focus on poor and working people.
VENTURA COUNTY AG FUTURES ALLIANCE

$50,000 in 2008 for a collaborative project involving the Ventura County Ag Futures Alliance, the Environmental Defense Center of Santa Barbara, and the Community Alliance with Family Farmers to create a first edition of a Buy Fresh, Buy Local Food Guide for California's South Central Coast (Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties)
74. KEYT 3 Santa Barbara, September 22, 2008

New Santa Barbara County Ag Alliances
A new volunteer community group is launched in Santa Barbara County to enhance the future of the county's agriculture [link to video report.]
75. The Santa Barbara Independent, September 23, 2008


Growing Solutions: Aggies and Enviros Make Nice in Historic Alliance
The new Santa Barbara Ag Futures Alliance is announced [Eric Cardenas, an Environmental Defense Center program director and a co-director of the project is quoted.] 
76. The Santa Ynez Valley Journal, September 25, 2008
New Ag Futures Alliance introduced
The Santa Barbara Ag Futures Alliance is announced on September 23, 2008, with an aim to merge the interests of agriculture and environmentalists [Eric Cardenas, an Environmental Defense Center program director and a co-director of the project is quoted.]
77. Pacific Coast Business Times, October 4, 2008 
Ag Alliance marks new era for farming
The Santa Barbara Ag Futures Alliance will create a constructive dialogue between farmers and environmentalists.
XERCES SOCIETY

$100,000 awarded in 2007 for Farming for Bees: Pollinator Conservation in 
Agricultural Landscapes
78. Oregon Field Guide (Oregon Public Broadcasting), November 13, 2008
Native Bumblebees

Focuses on the importance of bumble bees in agriculture and the decline in both native and exotic bee populations [link to video featuring Scott Hoffman Black, executive director of the Xerces Society]
YALE UNIVERSITY
$15,000 awarded in 2007 for The Bridge at the Edge of the World: Capitalism, the 
Environment and the Crossing from Crisis to Sustainability
79. The Nation, September 17, 2008
Global Warming and Modern Capitalism
Adapted from James Gustave Speth's The Bridge at the Edge of the World: Capitalism, the 

Environment, and the Crossing from Crisis to Sustainability

Articles by or about Program Advisors
CLAIRE CUMMINGS

80. Grist, August 1, 2008
Barren Spring – Author Claire Hope Cummings dishes the dirt on genetically modified food
Discussion with Claire Cummings about her book, Uncertain Peril: Genetic Engineering and 
the Future of Seeds
81. The Molokai Dispatch (Hawaii), October 10, 2008





GMO: A Technology of Agri-business
Claire Cummings asserts that GMO technology is violating both the laws of nature and evolution, and further suggests that the technology is used as a method of social control.
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